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vague bullet points that fail to say 
much. 

Mr. RYAN says he’d like to eliminate 
loopholes. Great. Democrats would love 
to do that, too. But how can we do so 
when Mr. RYAN won’t even specify 
which deductions or credits he’d elimi-
nate? 

I’d like to close the carried interest 
loophole and end tax breaks for private 
jets and luxury yachts, but what set of 
loopholes does Mr. RYAN want to close? 
It’s a mystery. What tax breaks would 
Mr. RYAN like to cut? The home mort-
gage interest deduction? The child tax 
credit? 

Let me stop you right there, Mr. 
RYAN, because cutting those programs 
will hurt the middle class residents of 
my district, and I will not support such 
cuts. 

This is not a path to prosperity. For 
the middle class, it’s a trip to nowhere. 

Mr. RYAN says he is a serious policy-
maker, but looking at this proposal, 
I’m not sure what he’s serious about. 

f 

TERRY HIGH SCHOOL 4A STATE 
CHAMPIONS 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, around 
midnight last Saturday, I was standing 
with a group of spirited Texans in the 
parking lot of B.F. Terry High School. 
We were waiting for the triumphant re-
turn of the Terry men’s basketball 
team. Three hours earlier, the Rangers 
were cutting down the nets as the 
Texas 4A State champions. 

The Rangers showed the heart of a 
true champion by defeating the two- 
time defending champions, Dallas 
Kimball, 55–47. Down eight at halftime, 
the Terry defense took over. In the sec-
ond half, they held Dallas Kimball 
without a point for the last 3 minutes 
and 45 seconds. 

Congratulations to Coach Michael 
Jackson, MVP Derrick Griffin, and the 
whole team for bringing the hardware 
home to Rosenberg. 

f 

LET’S DO THINGS THE RIGHT WAY 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it’s 
my intent to bring the House’s atten-
tion to several important issues. 

First of all, I would like to join in a 
mutual effort with Mr. POE to address 
the devastation of the people in Camp 
Ashraf and Camp Liberty. Those are 
Iranian refugees who have been at-
tacked and who have been mistreated, 
and we must fight for them and ensure 
their safety. 

I also want to comment on the intro-
duction of a new budget by the House 
and to say that we have to come to-
gether and not be conflicting with pro-
grams or initiatives that will not hap-
pen; and to have a budget based upon 

the elimination of the Affordable Care 
Act, it simply will not happen. We 
must come together. 

Finally, America is ready for com-
prehensive immigration reform. In a 
meeting I held yesterday in Houston 
with over 90 to 100 persons, if you heard 
the story of a father who was told to 
leave his children behind and to leave 
the country, you would know this is 
not about immigration. It’s about fam-
ilies. It’s about humanitarianism. It’s 
about bringing America and Americans 
together. 

We have a few things to do in this 
country and a few things to do in this 
Congress. Let’s get on with it and do it 
in the right way. 

f 

b 1910 

THE DISTINGUISHED WARFARE 
MEDAL 

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Re-
cently, the Pentagon proposed a new 
medal, the Distinguished Warfare 
Medal, to recognize those members of 
the armed services who operate the 
drones, which serve on vital missions 
over war areas. That’s a good thing. 
However, they’ve also recommended 
that it take precedence over and be 
rated above the Bronze Star and the 
Purple Heart. 

It is of great concern to a number of 
us in the House that this has taken 
place because we believe that those 
who fight and have the wounds of bat-
tle should have their medals take prec-
edence over them. 

I ask all Members to be in support of 
H.R. 833 and to sign on as cosponsors so 
that we can correct this problem and 
work together to make sure that the 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart are kept 
in their rightful order of medals, be-
cause these things do matter to our 
military. 

f 

GOODBYE, LEO 

(Mr. RYAN of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I rise this evening 
just to honor and pay tribute to a dear, 
dear friend of mine and of the commu-
nity in my congressional district, Leo 
Keating. He was the grandfather of my 
legislative director, Ryan Keating, and 
of his brother, who is a dear friend of 
mine, Brendan Keating. 

Leo was one of these great World War 
II veterans who knew how to live life. 
He was a pilot. He was a lawyer. He 
loved baseball—and he was funny. He 
was a tremendous guy who helped me 
at a very, very young age get into poli-
tics. Today, as we went through his fu-
neral mass, his son Dan, who practiced 
law with him, talked about these three 
Bronze Stars that he earned in the war. 

Typical of that generation, nobody 
really knew about it because he didn’t 
talk about it. 

So I wanted to rise and honor that 
and honor him because I think, as we 
deal with a lot of the craziness that’s 
going on here in Washington, D.C., it 
was a nice example today to see this 
man who was a hero to his country get-
ting the military burial and what-not 
and to think he never even talked 
about it and how beautiful that was. He 
was just a great guy who knew how to 
live life. We will miss Leo Keating, and 
I know his family and his friends will 
miss him dearly, but he gave us one 
last gift going out: his family wanted 
him to have dialysis, and he said no. 

Come on, Dad. Try it just one time. 
See if you like it. See if it helps. 

No. I’m ready. 
And he was ready. And he gave us one 

last example on how to live with grace 
and dignity. 

So, goodbye, Leo. 
f 

MAKE IT IN AMERICA: THE 
ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PITTENGER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 
thank you very much. 

I am JOHN GARAMENDI from Cali-
fornia, and I am joined by several of 
my colleagues here tonight. We want 
to go through a couple of things that 
are of the utmost importance to Amer-
icans. I had three townhalls on Satur-
day in California—it was about a 450- 
mile drive to get to all three of them— 
but at each and every one of them the 
concerns were very, very similar. 

The first overriding concern was the 
economy. In California, there is this 
desire to get the economy going. There 
is a pent-up energy in the people—in 
the businesses, in the small businesses, 
in the farmers. It’s not just because it’s 
spring and the almonds are blos-
soming—or maybe it’s the ‘‘a-munds’’ 
depending on what part of my district 
you’re from. It’s that there is this de-
sire to get moving forward. 

They keep asking me, What’s going 
on in Congress? Why can’t you guys get 
it together out there? 

And we explained what’s happening 
here. 

We have been through five crises over 
the last 18 months—manufactured cri-
ses, things that didn’t have to happen. 
Each and every time, the entire system 
of America’s economy and politics 
comes to a stop, and we lurch up to 
that fateful cliff, and then we move on 
but not with the kind of robust energy 
that this economy is capable of. We 
need to get this continuing resolution 
and all of these fiscal cliffs out of the 
way to get the economy moving, and 
there are some very, very good exam-
ples of why the economy is poised to 
take off. 
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